
  

 

Holy Trinity Church - Invercargill 

Newsletter  -  Lent / Easter 2018 

Now that the season of Lent is in full swing we 
look forward to Holy Week and Easter. 

Palm Sunday (the beginning of Holy Week) is 25 
March; after our church service on that day all of 
the crosses in the church are covered up.  During 
the Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday all of 
the decoration, altar colours, candlesticks etc are 
removed from the sanctuary, leaving just the plain 
timber furniture. 

Friday 30 March is Good Friday, on this day we 
will be having our ‘Stations of the Cross’ service.  
This is a very different service to what we usually 
have.  There will be no communion, it’s all about 
prayer, readings and reflection.  

This service is ecumenical rather than a traditional 
Anglican one. 

The most famous ‘Stations of the Cross’ service is 
through the streets of Jerusalem where pilgrims 
trace out the steps of Jesus as he walked to his 
crucifixion.  At Holy Trinity our stations (9) will be 
inside the church and just the cross will walk the 
stations. 

If you haven’t been to one of these services 
before come along, and make the journey with us, 
I am sure you will find it special and meaningful. 

 

 

The Good Friday Experience   -   Stations of the Cross 
Just as Christ was striped of his clothing, so the church is striped bare of all its decoration. 
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Southland Christian Library 
 

The Southland Christian Library is 
hosted by the Richmond Grove 
Church, corner of Margaret and 
Yarrow Streets, Invercargill.  
The library is in their church 
hall and is open weekly on 
Thursdays 9.00 to 10.30am 
and the first Saturday of each 
month 10am till 12 noon. Books & DVDs are 
available for borrowing and there are a number 
of Large Print Books of the Bible available. With 
3,000 books including DVDs there is sure to be 
something for you. Contact Valda Checketts on 
(03) 216 6599 for more information. 
 
 

TOILET BAGS FOR KEW HOSPITAL 
We are continuing to provide emergency toilet 
bags to the Medical, Surgical and Emergency 
wards.  Thank you to everyone who has donated 
items for this mission.  New items for this mission 
can be dropped to the parish office or you could 
bring them to church with you, and give them to 
Jean McEwan or myself.  We also have 
parishioners knitting booties and bonnets for 
premature babies, they are very much 
appreciated. 
 

SOUTH CENTRE 
We continue to support Anglican Social Services, 
South Centre in Jenkins Streets. Parishioners 
donate items of groceries or money every week,  
towards their food bank.  
 

Our parishioners are still busy knitting or 
croqueting blankets, jerseys, hats, etc. for South 
Centre. There is still a need for bedding, 
particularly linen.  Maybe you are downsizing  
and have a surplus of them in good condition, 
consider donating them to South Centre.  The 
manager and staff of South Centre are over 
whelmed with the amount of knitting that we 
donate. They are truly appreciative. Parishioners 
are invited to bring their items on the 3rd Sunday 
of the month, to church where it is blessed, then 

delivered to South Centre.  If you have any spare 
wool (four ply and eight ply) our knitters would 
very much appreciate it. 
 

We have started to support a new mission. We 
are collecting plastic supermarket bags for the 
inmates of our Invercargill prison. They are finger 
knitting them into mats for the homeless living 
out on our streets.  I contact Dot Muir to come 
and collect the bags. She is the one who is  
co-ordinating this mission.  
 

So, if you have supermarket bags and you don’t 
know what to do with them, bring them along to 
the church and put them into the bucket. It will 
really be appreciated. 
 

Mission Facilitator, Rev’d Susan Slaughter 
 
 

Pastoral Care Report 
Greetings, on behalf of our Visitors as 
I welcome them back after a well-earned holiday. 
I trust that you were able to spend time with 
family and friends during the Festive 
Season. Were you able to cope with 
the higher than usual temperatures? 
We give thanks for the much 
needed rain. 
 

In the past month it has been a 
pleasure, for me, to visit those our Visitors call on 
regularly through Pastoral Care and to make sure 
you are okay. For those with on-going health 
issues who are awaiting surgery we pray that 
your needs will be met sooner rather than later. 
 

A reminder that we are only a phone call away 
should you require assistance, transport to an 
appointment, or just a visit, especially if a family 
member is in hospital or a Rest Home or there 
has been a bereavement. Also Home Communion 
is available to those unable to attend church. 
Don’t hesitate to make the call. Leave your name 
and phone number if phones are unattended and 
we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

Erin McCallum 217 5483 
Parish Office 217 7729 
 

May the Lord give you … 
Happy memories of yesterday 
Joyful plans for today and 
Bright hope for tomorrow. 
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Joan Whisker 
You may have 
caught up with the 
fact that Joan 
Whisker passed 
away recently. 
 
Joan was an active 
member of Holy 
Trinity from when 
the family first 
arrived in 
Invercargill in 1954 
until forty years 
later, when as a 

widow she moved to Christchurch. Joan was 
lucky to enjoy good health for most of her life 
and she was grateful for that.  She died August 
20 (2017), just after her 96th birthday. 
 

Joan’s life seemed to revolve around her family, 
her garden and Holy Trinity. Joan and Ted had six 
children: Graeme, Stafford, Ruth, Helen, Jon and 
Andrew. Ted died in 1990 and over the years the 
children left Invercargill one by one. 
 

Joan was a great example of ‘you get out of life 
what you put in’. The historical film clips on the 
church website show both Joan and Ted as part 
of the Holy Trinity community at the time the 
new church was being built.  
 

Other documents record the many and varied 
offices she held within the parish over the years 
viz. Leader of the Young Wives, President of the 
Ladies’ Guild, Enrolling Member of the Evening 
Mothers’ Union, Sanctuary Guild, Church 
Flowers, President of the Association of Anglican 
Women, member of the Vestry and People’s 
Warden. 
 

Always a busy person, most of the things Joan 
did extended from her life in the church. May 
was when the annual Southland Anglican Ball 
was held in the Invercargill RSA where 
debutantes were presented to the Bishop. She 
was the convenor of the ball committee for many 
years and her family remember many hours on 
the phone as part of its organisation. And it was 
more time on the phone every October when she 
convened the annual church bazaar. There was a 
craft exhibition called Male Craft that she 
organised – it was specifically for males and it 
was held in the Invercargill Centennial Hall.  

 
Joan led NICO for 18 years i.e. North Inter Church 
Outreach. NICO was a weekly meeting for the 
oldies of the community from every 
denomination – there were bus trips, concerts, 
activities, sales tables etc and it was held every 
Thursday. Again, it was more time on the phone, 
and there were the parish dinners designed to 
encourage parishioners to get to know others. 
Joan was also on the board of Peacehaven as 
well as being on the Board of Trustees at 
Southland Boys’ High School. She was also the 
founding president of the Invercargill Probus 
Club. In Christchurch Joan was made a patron of 
the Papanui Floral Art Club – her mother founded 
this group so it had special significance for her. 
She joined the Cashmere Garden Club and the 
Canterbury Horticultural Society to which her 
parents had belonged. 
 

Joan’s work in the community was formally 
recognised with The City of Invercargill Civic 
Honour for Voluntary Community Service. She 
was one its inaugural recipients and she was 
given this award for Social Welfare and Religious 
Affairs.  
 

Joan was a highly principled person - she was 
always very clear about what was ‘right’ and she 
practised the mantra of it’s important do what is 
actually right, not what might be politically 
correct. She truly did follow the guidelines of 
love as in the reading 1 Corinthians 13:8. 
 

Even at Ilam Life Care in Christchurch where Joan 
spent the last two years of her life she hadn’t lost 
the courage and strength to stand up and be 
counted and there were occasions when she did 
just that.  
 

Joan asked that her ashes be interred at Holy 
Trinity and that’s just where they are now, with 
her husband Ted and daughter Ruth. Elizabeth 
organised a service in her honour for her ‘re-
instalment’. From Joan’s family a big thank you 
to Elizabeth and Evan and also to Joan’s Holy 
Trinity friends who joined this very special 
occasion. 
 
This story arrived just a few days after the publication of 
the last Clarion.  Hence the lateness.   Editor 

Joan Whisker, 1921 - 2017 
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The fall and rise of  
Holy Russia 
Since the Soviet collapse, Christianity has 
flourished. This poses its own challenges. 
by Philip Jenkins November 29, 2017 
 

               IN REVIEW 
 

Holy Rus’ 
The Rebirth of 
Orthodoxy 
in the New Russia 
By John P. Burgess 
Yale University Press 
Available on Amazon 
 

Exactly a century ago, 
Russia’s Orthodox 
Church entered a period of persecution and 
suffering perhaps greater in scale and severity 
than was ever inflicted on any Christian body. 
Contrary to the mythology created by the 
Bolshevik tormentors, the church was no mere 
haven of reaction and bigotry. Russian 
Orthodoxy in 1917 was blessed with a vibrant 
spirituality and a dazzling cultural outreach, 
which left its mark on many of the pioneers of 
modern art, literature, and music worldwide. A 
distinctive form of social gospel activism 
extended church influence into working class 
and peasant life. 
 

Yet within two decades, all seemed lost. Clergy 
and faithful laity were slaughtered in the 
hundreds of thousands, institutional life was all 
but eradicated, and church buildings were 
smashed or stolen. Any thought that such a 
nightmare could ever be reversed was confined 
to crazed mystics dreaming of the end times. 
Holy Russia, it seemed, had departed forever. 
 

But, to coin a phrase, forever changes. Since 
the 1990s, the collapse of Soviet communism 
(and of the Soviet Union itself) has sparked a 
mighty revival of that church. If there was a 
single symbolic moment of liberation, it was 
the announcement in 1990 that henceforward 
Christmas would once more be celebrated as a 
national holiday. Christian life again flourishes 
across Russia, and churches and monasteries 
are being restored and reinhabited as rapidly 
as their predecessors were obliterated in the 
1920s. Since the fall of communism, the  

 
 
number of parishes has grown from 7,000 to 
33,000, while monasteries have swelled from 
30 to over 800. We live today in one of the 
great historic eras of church construction and 
restoration. 
 

Even more striking, these restoration efforts 
are powerfully backed by the Russian 
government, which is closely allied with the 
Orthodox hierarchy. For better or worse, the 
regime of Vladimir Putin presents itself as the 
faithful friend and patron of that restored 
church. Putin and the hierarchs compete in 
making the most ambitious statements of 
religious-nationalist ideology, the boldest 
vaunts of a once and future Holy Rus’ that 
stands resolutely against Western secularism, 
materialism, and immorality. The Dostoevsky 
who in 1880 offered his legendary Christian 
nationalist manifesto in his Pushkin Speech 
would feel very much at home today. 
 

Is such church-state cosiness unsettling, and 
even potentially perilous? Evidently. But the 
context must be understood and appreciated. 
In 2017, as in 1910 or 1860, religious language 
and traditions are essential to understanding 
Russian attitudes toward the West, not to 
mention Russian behaviour in such sensitive 
regions as the Baltics and the Middle East. In 
contemporary geopolitics, Christianity matters 
more than it has for generations. 
 

This context gives great value to John Burgess’s 
sensitive, scholarly and wide-ranging account. 
It is difficult to over-praise the quality of 
Burgess’s research or his dedication to his 
project. He and his wife lived in Russia for 
several years, immersing themselves in local 
parishes and taking every possible opportunity 
to visit religious establishments around the 
country. Clearly an excellent and 
knowledgeable listener, he has interacted with 
clergy and believers from all levels. He has 
taken thoroughly to heart the Orthodox 
principle that a church is understood through 
its liturgies, not its libraries. This book is the 
antithesis of casual hit-and-run ethnography. 
This achievement is doubly impressive be
cause Burgess is not himself Orthodox but 
rather stems from Scottish ancestry and 
Calvinist theology. Continued on page 5 

https://www.christiancentury.org/contributor/philip-jenkins


5 

 

From page 4...‘The fall and rise of  Holy Russia’ 
continued 
Burgess’s core theme is the vision of Rus’ that 
motivates Orthodox believers, “that elusive 
ideal of a people and place transformed by the 
holy, … a people and nation chosen by God to 
be transformed by divine beauty.” Yet 
achieving that vision demands overcoming the 
horrible burdens of history, all the persecutions 
and violence. Today, moreover, the fact of 
success poses quite different challenges, as 
millions of new believers flow into the church 
with little idea of its basic doctrines. Those 
nominal believers must be thoroughly 
evangelized and instructed, through a process 
of “in-churching.” 
 

This vision of return and restoration runs 
through Burgess’s book. The section on 
education is particularly strong, including as it 
does the varied forms of popular writing and 
hagiography, as well as work in fiction and film. 
The book’s most memorable passages offer rich 
descriptions of particular places, great 
monasteries and pilgrim shrines, ordinary 
religious schools and working-class parishes. 
 

Burgess is explicit about the scope of his book: 
he does not seek to write about everything 
associated with the Russian Orthodox universe. 
But given what we know about the concerns 
and obsessions of his subjects, it is odd that he 
pays so little attention to some critical themes. 
Among these omissions are matters of 
demography and fertility, particularly the 
catastrophically low birth rate among white 
Orthodox Russians. In light of the growing 
numbers of Muslims in Russia and 
neighbouring states, this raises the prospect of 
a vision regularly cited in conservative 
Orthodox writings: Christian Russia being 
swamped within a few decades. This decline 
could be reversed only by strongly pro-
nationalist policies, which would demand some 
reversal of women’s roles in the workplace and 
limits on the right to abortion. 
 

Social and religious conservatism thus run flat 
against contemporary Euro-American concepts 
of individual rights. That conflict is also acutely 
evident in matters of homosexuality, which 
Burgess scarcely mentions. Both the church 
and the Putin government stand united against 
gay rights and same-sex marriage, which  

 
 
Orthodox conservatives view as the stealth 
weapons of Western decadence against Holy 
Rus’. Earlier this year, Patriarch Krill compared 
the idea of same-sex marriage to Nazi racial 
laws, terming it an equivalent violation of 
natural law and justice. Clearly, the growing 
confidence of the Orthodox Church implies 
profound and divisive debates over 
fundamental values and rights, if not a full-
scale culture war. 
 

Burgess does not get into these matters, which 
are likely to be of great interest to Western 
readers. The index has no entries for (for 
instance) abortion, feminism, gay, gay rights, 
homosexuality, or even sexuality. 
 

Ultimately, though, any book must be assessed 
in terms of what the author seeks to achieve, 
and by that criterion, Holy Rus’ is a thorough 
success. The book is informative, entertaining, 
and often inspiring. It is a wonderful starting 
point for Western readers who know little 
about Orthodoxy. Those who already know 
Orthodoxy well will also gain much from the 
strictly contemporary reportage and analysis.  
 

Copyright © 2017 by the Christian Century. Reprinted 
by permission from the 29 November, 2017 issue of 
the Christian Century. Subscriptions: $55/yr. from 
www.christiancentury.org 

 

Vicar General 
Bishop Steven 
announced the 
appointment of 
the Rev Gary 
Griffith-Smith to 
the office of Vicar 
General and 
Cathedral Canon. 
We are delighted 
to have the Vicar 
General living in Southland and Gary has our 
prayerful best wishes. The Vicar General is the 
only person who has a statute which applies to 
them alone. Statute No 7 declares the Vicar 
General will act for the Bishop when he/she is 
away from the diocese or ill or unable to act for 
any cause.  
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Pray as you go is a daily 
prayer session, designed 
to go with you wherever 
you go, to help you pray 
whenever you find time, 
but particularly whilst 
travelling to and from 
work, study, etc. 
 

A new prayer session is 
produced every day of the working week and 
one session for the weekend.  It is not a 'Thought 
for the Day', a sermon or a bible-study, but 
rather a framework for your own prayer. 
 

Pray as you go is accessible via the internet, you 
can access it on any device that is connected; 
smart phone, tablet, computer etc. 
 

Lasting between 10 and 13 minutes, it combines 
music, scripture and some questions for 
reflection  
 

The aim is to help you to: 
 become more aware of God's presence in 

your life  
 

 listen to and reflect on God's word 
 

 grow in your relationship with God. 
 

It is produced by Jesuit Media Initiatives, with 
material written by a number of Jesuits, both in 
Britain and further afield, and other experts in 
the spirituality of St Ignatius of Loyola. Although 
the content is different every day, it keeps to the 
same basic format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our organist, Gilbert 
Murphy and wife 
Margaret celebrated 
their 65th Wedding 
anniversary recently.  
They were married in 
St John’s church, 
Invercargill in 1952 
by Archdeacon Lush.  
 

They gathered to 
celebrate with family 
and friends at the 

Invercargill Working Men’s club on Sunday 18 
February. 
 
 

AGM 
Our Annual General Meeting will be on Sunday 
25 March, straight after our morning service 
starting around 11.00am.  See our Priest-in- 
Charge Liz or the Wardens, Jean or Janice for 
nomination forms.  If you have something you 
would like discussed or a motion you would like 
to put forward, consider putting that down on 
paper some time before the meeting.  You can 
talk to Liz, Janice or Jean about this also if you 
wish. 
 

Mothering Sunday 
Coming up before Easter is Mothering Sunday.  
This is on Sunday 11 March.  This is a time when 
 we look back, remember and give 
 thanks to our mothers and other 
 significant caregivers in our lives. 
 

 We will have our traditional 
 seminal cake and the posies of 
flowers.  Joan and her team will be making up 
the posies at 10.00am on Saturday 10 March, if 
you can help that would be great. 

 
Trinity Treats 
Don’t forget our famous ’Trinity Treats’ the table 

is always being replenished with 
fresh stock and new and 
different products are always 
appearing. These items make 
great gifts when you need that 
little something to say thank you. 

Our Tazié services are starting up for 2018, 
beginning on 11 March the services are on the 
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 7.00pm. 
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Tuesday   6 March Gospel Listeners  -  Bible Study Group (meeting room)      10.00am 

  Lenten Studies  -  All Saints Church Hall, Holywood Tce   7.30pm 

Wednesday   7 March Eucharist Service     9.30am 

Sunday 11 March Mothering Sunday (Lent 4) Eucharist Service    9.30am 

  Tazié Service    7.00pm 

Tuesday 13 March Gospel Listeners  -  Bible Study Group (meeting room) 10.00am 

  Lenten Studies  -  All Saints Church Hall, Holywood Tce   7.30pm 

Wednesday 14 March Eucharist Service    9.30am 

Sunday 18 March  5th Sunday in Lent Eucharist Service    9.30am 

Tuesday 20 March Gospel Listeners  -  Bible Study Group (meeting room)      10.00am 

  Lenten Studies  -  All Saints Church Hall, Holywood Tce   7.30pm 

Wednesday 21 March Eucharist Service     9.30am 

  Green Scene    2.00pm 

Sunday 25 March Palm Sunday (Lent 6) Eucharist Service   9.30am 

  Annual General Meeting  11.00am 

  Tazié Service    7.00pm 

Tuesday 27 March Takitimu Service Eucharist Service 10.00am 

Wednesday 28 March Eucharist Service    9.30am 

  Pot Luck finger tea Gore (Holy Trinity Gore)   6.00pm 

  Chrism Service with Bishop Holy Trinity - Gore   7.00pm 

Thursday 29 March  Pot Luck Tea @ Cheyne’s    6.00pm 

  Tenebrae - Service of Shadows  Holy Trinity   7.30pm 

Friday 30 March Stations of the Cross Holy Trinity    9.30am 

Saturday 31 March Service of Light All Saints, Holywood Tce   7.00pm 

Sunday      1 April Easter Day  Eucharist Service   9.30am 

What’s on and When  —  Lent and Easter 

                    Parish of North Invercargill 
                 Holy Trinity Church, cnr King & Antrim Streets 

 

   Priest in Charge   Liz Cheyne    217 0225 
   Wardens    Jean McEwan   218 9453 
        Janice Burton   218 2681 
   Administration Office   Holy Trinity     217 7729 
        61 King Street, Invercargill 
        PO Box 6033 
        Invercargill, 9841 
   Email     office@holytrinity.org.nz 
   Web Site    holytrinity.org.nz 
   Facebook    /groups/HolyTrinityInvercargill  
   Normal Office Hours  Monday 9am to 10.30am 
        Wednesday and Friday  9am to 12 noon 


